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FIFA certifies Complex field

FILE PHOTO

Hoops Family Field is revealed (top) as the Marshall University
women’s soccer team takes the field (bottom) during the inaugural
game at the Veteran’s Memorial Soccer Complex Aug. 23, 2013.

Soccer’s governing body distinguishes field as one of 25 in the US
THE PARTHENON
Less than one year since
hosting its first match, Hoop’s
Family Field has earned a
major recognition from soccer’s governing body. FIFA
announced Monday Marshall University’s home field,
located at the Veteran’s Memorial Soccer Complex, has
earned the distintion of being
a FIFA Recommended field.
“The turf plays beautiful,”
Thundering Herd men’s head
coach Bob Gray, said in a release. “Without a doubt, it is

the nicest turf I have been ever
on.”
The
distinction
makes
Hoop’s Family Field one of
only 25 FIFA-certified pitches
in the United States. Marshall
also becomes one of only two
Division-I programs to play
its home matches in a soccerspecific stadium with a FIFA
Recommended pitch.
The nearly 115,000 square
foot pitch surface was produced by AstroTurf featuring
rubber and sand infill. Since
the complex opened in August

2013, Gray said the Thundering Herd has found it a real
luxury to play and practice on
such a high-caliber field.
“The bounce and the roll
of the ball is like playing on a
well-manicured grass,” Gray
said in a release.
Marshall Athletic Director
Mike Hamrick praised AstroTurf ’s effort to help make
Hoop’s Family Field a top-ofthe-line pitch.
“The new turf on our soccer
facility is first-class,” Hamrick
said in a release. “AstroTurf

has an international reputation for producing some of
the highest-quality turf in the
business.”
The Veteran’s Memorial
Soccer Complex replaced
Sam Hood Field as the home
field of the Marshall men’s
and women’s soccer teams at
the start of the 2013 season.
FIFA, the highest governing
body for soccer worldwide,
awarded Hoops Family Field
with a 1-Star Recommendation following field and lab
testing by the body.

WEATHER ADVISORY

Chance of cold precipitation
could mean winter creeps
back into spring season
By MEGAN OSBORNE

THE PARTHENON
The National Weather
Service has issued a hazardous weather outlook
for Tuesday through Sunday this week due to a
Canadian high pressure
system.
The cold high pressure system will arrive
after a Monday night cold
front passes through the
Ohio Valley area. Tuesday
night temperatures are
expected to drop below
freezing.
NWS has reported a
chance of showers for
Tuesday, mostly before 10
a.m. with an 80 percent
chance of precipitation.
Temperatures are expected to reach a high
near 43 degrees during
the day and a low around
25 degrees at night.
Wednesday will be
sunny with a high near 56
degrees. Nighttime lows
are expected to be around
35 degrees.
Thursday is expected
to be mostly sunny with

a high near 69 degrees.
Night skies are expected
to be partly cloudy and
temperatures will reach
a low near 44 degrees.
Friday will be mostly
sunny with a high near
72 degrees. Nighttime
is expected to be mostly
cloudy with a chance
of showers. Chance of
precipitation is 30 percent. Temperatures are
expected to reach a low
around 47 degrees.
The weekend is expected to start off rainy
and become clear. Saturday will be partly sunny
with a chance of showers
and a 40 percent chance
of precipitation. Temperatures are expected
to reach a high near 67
degrees during the day
and reach a low near 48
degrees at night.
Sunday is expected to
be mostly sunny with a
high near 66 degrees.
Megan Osborne can
be contacted at osborne115@marshall.
edu.

ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON

Lambda Society co-president Lauren Cundiff offers to “marry” couples during Lambda’s Marriage Day Monday as part of Pride Week on
Monday at the Memorial Student Center plaza.

‘Marriage Day Monday’ raises equality awareness
By FRANCES LAZELL

THE PARTHENON
To spread awareness
about
marriage
equality, the Lambda Society
performed marriage ceremonies on the plaza of the
Memorial Student Center
for Marriage Day Monday.
Alijah
Bayer-Harding,
freshman biology pre-med
major from Harpers Ferry,
W.Va., said she and her
girlfriend were going to
be married on the plaza in
support of believing marriage is a right every person
is entitled to.
“Everybody should have
a choice if you want to get
married or if you want to
be boyfriend and girlfriend
or be in a same-sex relationship or be in a straight

relationship,” Bayer-Harding said.
Marriage Day Monday was
part of the Lambda Society’s
Pride Week on Marshall University’s campus.
For $2, Lambda Society
members married couples
for the day. All couples received cupcakes, a marriage
certificate and rings.
Lauren Cundiff, senior
health science major and
Lambda Society co-president from Proctorville,
Ohio, said understanding the U.S.’s stance on
marriage equality is important for all individuals
regardless of their sexual
orientation, and raising
awareness about the injustice is essential to marriage
equality.
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“I like to tell people it’s
not about being lesbian, gay,
transgender or heterosexual,” Cundiff said. “It’s about
being one community and
recognizing that everyone
has the same rights and the
same right to be married.
You shouldn’t have to separate yourself and go to a
different state or country to
be married and hope it will
be recognized there.”
Seventeen states and
D.C. currently allow samesex marriages. Ten states
recognize unions and partnerships.
Thirty-three
states do not allow same-sex
marriage and only recognize
opposite-sex couples.
Cundiff said not recognizing same-sex marriages
takes legal and social

rights away from citizens’
who identify with a sexual orientation other than
heterosexual.
“We don’t choose who we
fall in love with,” Cundiff
said. “I’m just privileged
that it was a man. I’m lucky
because in our society it’s
seen as perfectly acceptable,
but if it were a woman, sure
I know my family would be
OK with it and my friends
would, but in my government’s eyes I’m not even
allowed to the right to
choose to be with that person forever.
All proceeds from the
event will be donated to Paul
Ambrose Trail for Health.
Frances Lazell can be
contacted at lazell2@marshall.edu.
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Kick Butts Day celebrates a tobacco-free campus
By TYLER PRALLEY

THE PARTHENON
In celebration of Marshall
University being a tobaccofree campus for almost a year,
the Student Government Association will sponsor a MU Kick
Butts Day from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesday on the Memorial
Student Center Plaza.
According to Bekkah Brown,
head of the Campus Life and
Service committee, the main
goals of this event are to celebrate Marshall University

becoming one of more than
800 tobacco-free universities
and colleges across the country and to thank students for
being supportive of the new
university policy.
“This is a celebration of a step
in the right direction for Marshall University,” Brown said. “As
Student Government, we want
to reach out and express our
gratitude to the student body as a
whole for supporting this important decision to make Marshall
University a tobacco-free campus.”

According to Brown, Kick
Butts Day is a national initiative across the U.S. and on
U.S. military bases around
the world that seeks to raise
awareness of tobacco use and
reduce use of tobacco-based
products. The idea for the national event came about as a
result of desiring to see an increase in tobacco-free zones
across America. At the event,
students and faculty will be
able to sign a statement of supporting the tobacco ban and by

doing so will be entered into a
drawing for an iPod Nano.
Dean of student affairs
Steve Hensley will speak at
the even and there will be
cake and give aways. The cutting of the cake will occur
at noon. Election Commissioner and Senator Ashley
Roberts said another goal for
this event is for students and
faculty who have questions
about the tobacco policy to
be able to get those questions
answered and voice opinions

and concerns that they might
have but have not had the opportunity to do so.
“We want this to go beyond
just a campus policy and make
this campus a truly tobaccofree zone,” Roberts said. “We
want to foster a community
of students and faculty that
desire to see Marshall University become ever increasingly
tobacco-free year after year.”
Tyler Pralley can be contacted at pralley@marshall.
edu.

part of a contest. Reat was a
freshman at Blue Valley High
School. His grandfather was a
physician.
Terri LaManno, 53, of Kansas
City was killed at the Village
Shalom assisted living facility in Overland Park. She went
there every Sunday to visit her
mother, a resident of the facility, authorities said.
Reat and his grandfather

were Methodists. LaManno
was a Catholic.
LaManno’s family on Monday referred questions to
friend Brian Fowler, who described her as a beautiful lady
who was devoted to her husband and children.
LaManno worked as an occupational therapist at the
Children’s Center for the Visually Impaired.

Suspect in 3 Kansas City area killings
could face state and federal charges

By TONY RIZZO

THE KANSAS CITY STAR (MCT)
Kansas and federal officials are conducting a dual
investigation into the “hate
crime” shootings that killed
three people Sunday outside
Jewish centers in Overland
Park, authorities announced
Monday.
The suspect, Frazier Glenn
Cross Jr., 73, of Aurora, Mo.,
could be charged as soon as
Tuesday in Johnson County
District Court, where he likely
will face murder counts. An
announcement will be made
Tuesday morning, said District
Attorney Steve Howe.
Cross will face hate crime
charges in federal court, based
on allegations that he was
motivated by bias, said Barry
Grissom, the U.S. attorney for
Kansas.
“We are in a very good
place from an evidence
standpoint and will present
the case to a grand jury in the
not-too-distant future,” Grissom said.
Asked whether others could
have been involved, FBI Special Agent in Charge Michael
Kaste said the investigation is
focused on Cross.
“We will look everywhere
the evidence takes us,” Kaste
said.
Cross, who also goes by the
name Glenn Frazier Miller, has
made statements to investigators, but authorities would not
reveal those comments Monday. The southwest Missouri
man long has been known for
deeply anti-Semitic and racist
statements.
On Monday, two public
defenders in Kansas were appointed to represent Miller
in any federal hate-crimes
prosecution.

ABOVE: People, including many students from Blue Valley
High School, gathered to mourn the victims of the shooting
at the Jewish Community Center and Village Shalom
during a vigil at St. Thomas The Apostle Episcopal Church
in Overland Park, Kan., Sunday. One of the victims, Reat
Underwood, was a student at Blue Valley High School in
Overland Park.
RIGHT: Police appear on the scene of a shooting at the
Jewish Community Center campus in Overland Park, Kan.,
TAMMY LJUNGBLAD | KANSAS CITY STAR | MCT
Sunday.
Kansas Federal Public Defender Melody Brannon Evans
and Kirk Redmond, her first
assistant, will represent him
should he be charged in a
criminal complaint or, later, by
grand jury indictment.
And should federal prosecutors decide to seek the death
penalty, which would come
at the end of an arduous and
long process both here and in

Washington D.C., Evans and
Redmond would continue to
represent Miller. Both have
worked capital cases and are
qualified to do so under federal
rules.
Reat Griffin Underwood, 14,
and his grandfather, William
Lewis Corporon, were killed
about 1 p.m. outside the Jewish Community Center, where
Reat planned to audition as

Alpha Kappa Alpha member Taylor Davis applies make up to sophomore
Donyelle Murray during the kick off of Skee Week Monday.

By AMY MCCALLISTER-ETHEL

THE PARTHENON
F. Robin O’Keefe discussed
his new research about ice age
climate and animal adaptation
in a free talk Monday in the
Shawkey Dining Room of the
Memorial Student Center.
O’Keefe’s discussion concerned ice age climate and
the adaptation of animals that
were living at the La Brea tar
pits to those climate changes
during the ice ages.
“The real interest here is that
we have a situation where climate is changing rapidly over
short periods of time in the
fossil records,” O’Keefe said.
“So we can watch what is happening as the ecosystem is
changing in response to rapid
extreme climate change during
the last ice age. It’s obviously
interesting today because we
are facing a situation where
climate is changing rapidly. So
we’d like to know a little bit
about how ecosystems respond
or don’t respond to radical or
rapid climate change.”
O’Keefe lectured alongside
his colleague Jule Meachen of
Des Moines University. O’Keefe
and Meachen are both research
associates at the Page Museum
of the La Brea Tar Pits in Los
Angeles, Calif.
“We are looking to see
what the predators where doing at that time, in terms of
their evolutionary response
if any, to that climate change,”
O’Keefe said. “Then asking the
question ‘How can that inform
decisions we might make today
about climate change, or how
we might help ecosystems buffer or respond to that?’ Back
in the ice ages people weren’t
here, North America had lots
of animals in it, but it didn’t
have people. When we look at
what’s happening at Rancho
La Brea we can see how the ice
age animals are adapting but
also we can watch the humans
come in see how that impacts
the ecosystem. So we’d like to
really try to untangle those
forces to understand what’s
going on.”

See LECTURE | Page 5

Alpha Kappa Alpha kicks off
Skee Week with make up tutorial
By SARAH CONNERS

SARAH CONNERS | THE PARTHENON

MU professor
discusses Ice
Age and animal
adaption in
relation to today’s
changing climate

THE PARTHENON
Alpha Kappa Alpha started off its Skee
Week Monday and has events planned every night until Friday.
The week started with a make up tutorial workshop Monday in the Memorial
Student Center. Senior and president of the
sorority Taylor Davis, a senior majoring in
communication disorders, instructed participants how to line their eyebrows, apply
eye liner, apply lashes as well as pulling off
the proper red lipstick.
Davis became a part of Alpha Kappa Alpha April 10, 2010 and is a leader for the
state of West Virginia in providing regional
service programs.
Davis is excited to let the community
know that Alpha Kappa Alpha’s presence
at Marshall University is a strong one.
“We basically just want to let people
know that Alpha Kappa Alpha has been

here since 1972 on this campus and January 15, 1908 internationally we are a
international service organization,” Davis
said. “All of our events this week is for service and to let people know were here get
to know us were a small organization but
were mighty here.”
Alpha Kappa Alpha is an international
service organization founded on the campus of Howard University in Washington
D.C in 1908, and is the oldest Greek lettered organization established by African
American college-educated women. The
motto of Alpha Kappa Alpha is “Service to
All Mankind.” Their colors are salmon pink
with apple green, and their symbol is the
Ivy leaf.
Jasmine McDowell, junior athletic training major who became a member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha in December, is looking forward to finding prospective members
to join her sorority this week as well as

page designed and edited by TAYLOR STUCK | stuck7@marshall.edu

providing information to the community.
“I’m looking to increase the numbers
as well as the interest in our sorority,”
McDowell said. “Also just learn, you don’t
always get to have someone teaching you
things every day.”
There will be a Don’t Get Kaught Up
event at 8 p.m. Tuesday in Buskirk Hall, it
will be a discussion on relationships, there
will be a Katch us If You Kan Zumba event
at 8 p.m. Wednesday in the Marshall Recreation Center which we also be paired with
asthma prevention, as well as the American Heart Association. Thursday there
will be a Keep It Klassy Etiquette Series
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the Marshall Student Center in room 2W10. Alpha Kappa
Alpha week will conclude with a pajama
sleepover at 10 p.m. Friday in the Harless
Media Room.
Sarah Conners can be contacted at
conners2@marshall.edu.
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Power
dunks
popular,
dangerous
in NBA
By DWAIN PRICE

FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM
(MCT)
Shane Larkin is perhaps the
poster child toward revealing
the dangers lurking for players
who have an affinity for power
dunking a basketball.
Last summer, mere hours before Larkin was about to board
the Dallas Mavericks’ charter
for Las Vegas so he could play
in the team’s summer league,
the rookie point guard from
Miami fractured his right ankle
while attempting a fast-break
power dunk during a practice
session.
Larkin, the 18th overall pick
in last year’s NBA Draft, was
trying to show owner Mark
Cuban and coach Rick Carlisle
that they had invested wisely
in him.
But the injury kept Larkin
participation in the Mavericks’
summer league, training camp
and the entire preseason, and
he also missed the first 10
games of the regular season after undergoing surgery July 16.
“Cuban and Carlisle, that was
the first practice they came
to, so I was like, ‘Oh, yeah, I’m
about to show them what’s up,’
” Larkin said. “And I went to
plant my foot, my foot went and
cracked.
“I took off wrong and I landed
wrong. I was laying on the
ground, I got up, then I walked
up to the training room and I
put the ice on it, and then when
I took the ice off it was swollen.”
While power dunks have
often been used as an intimidating factor that can also be
the spark behind a rally, they
are not often performed without repercussions.
Players such as Vince Carter
and Kobe Bryant have talked
about the toll power dunks
have taken on their forearm,
wrist, hands, fingers, knees
and ankles. Sometimes a power
dunk can leave fingers a bloody
mess.
San Antonio Spurs guard
Manu Ginobili tweaked his
hamstring during a Jan. 28
game against the Houston
Rockets while attempting a
power dunk.
“I’ve had moments where I’ve
dunked the ball harder than
normal and caught all the forearm and have a big old lump
right there from it,” said Carter,
pointing to his right wrist and
forearm. “When I dunk the ball,
sometimes on the wrist mostly
is where you kind of get your
lines.
“One of the reasons I started
wearing (protective) bands is
sometimes it hits there, so it
takes some of the pain away.
But I always make it a point
when I dunk the ball to dunk it
with the hands.But sometimes
I can still dunk in slow motion,
which felt like it was my hand,
and I still hit that wrist.”
Carter said one of his most
famous dunks — during the
2000 All-Star slam dunk contest in Oakland, when he stuck
his entire right forearm in the
basket and hung on the rim —
was exceptionally painful.
During games, Carter knows
power dunks are in vogue because they send a message to
the opposing team, regardless
of the danger behind that dunk.
“I made my mark on trying to
dunk on big guys,” Carter said.

See DUNK | Page 5

Bubba Watson charms
the Masters again
By BILL PLASCHKE

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
The winner didn’t raise his fists to the sky,
he dropped his head to his knees.
The winner didn’t shout to the heavens, he
wept into the shoulder of his wife.
The winner didn’t play precision golf or
careful golf or even anything that can be remotely described as textbook golf.
Run a lint brush over those green jackets,
put some storm windows on Butler Cabin,
the Masters has once again been won with
Bubba Golf.
Or, in the joyous, Southern-twanged tones
of thousands who lined the 18th fairway
at Augusta National early Sunday evening,
Bub-baaaa!
Yeah, it was Bubba Watson, again, winning the Masters for the second time in three
years, shooting a three-under-par 69 Sunday
to finish at eight-under-par 280 and three
strokes ahead of kid Jordan Spieth and Sweden’s Jonas Blixt.
Yeah, he did it with a mixture of strength
and emotion, again, combining nutty long
drives with silly approach shots that flew
around pines and azaleas and common sense.
And, yeah, it was really cool again, this Southern folk hero owning this sweet-tea-dripping
place with a shrug and a smile and a conservative refusal to unbutton the top button of
that white golf shirt.
“Small-town boy named Bubba now has
two green jackets, it’s pretty wild,” he said
afterward with a smile, his white visor gone,
his messy black hair making him look like an
impish child.
A Masters tournament that did not miss
the injured Tiger Woods because of a guy

named Bubba is also pretty wild. But there
he was, strutting down the 18th fairway with
a humble wave while thousands clapped and
chanted his name, even Spieth joining in the
applause. And there he was, after the final
putt, picking up his 2-year-son, Caleb, and
doing a victory lap, father crying and son giggling as they slapped the sunscreen-soaked
hands of fans eager to touch this combination
of greatness and common folk.
“For me, it’s a dream to be on the PGA Tour,
it’s a dream to win.... [and] winning the green
jacket is a little bit bigger deal,” Watson said.
“So, yeah, I’m going to cry because why me?
Why Bubba Watson from Bagdad, Florida?
Why is he winning? So I just always ask the
question, why, why me?”
His caddie, Ted Scott, had a pretty succinct
answer.
“Freak show,” he said.
Scott was talking, of course, about Bubba
Golf, which was on full display in the final
round, when the 35-year-old Watson fell behind early to energetic Spieth before wearing
him down with his good-old-Bubba cool.
“Every single day that I play golf with him
or watch him play golf, I just go, how do you
do that?” said Scott.
The round began in sweltering Georgia
heat, with the two players tied for the lead,
sweat dripping down sunglasses and darkening the backs of polo shirts. Things got even
hotter when Watson’s playing partner Spieth
holed out from the bunker on No. 4 to take a
two-stroke lead, and then kept flailing with
two more birdies on the sixth and seventh
holes.

JEFF SINER
CHARLOTTE OBSERVER | MCT

See WATSON | Page 5

Do Heat need title for LeBron to return?
By DAVE HYDE

SUN SENTINEL (MCT)
It has been a murmur
for months, background
noise, like the sound of water running through a pipe
underground. But the question moves above ground as
the NBA playoffs start this
weekend:
Do the Heat need to win it
all to keep LeBron James?
Keep in mind, he’ll smartly
dribble away from the topic,
as he did last week by saying
in a manner that cut off the
conversation, “I’m not even
thinking about that.”
Keep in mind, too, if LeBron
does opt out of his contract
and leave this summer there
are only two words Heat fans
should say:
Thank you.
Thank you for four golden
years. Thank you for three
(or more likely four) trips to
the NBA Finals. Thank you
for two (or possibly three)
titles. Thank you for providing the best sports show in
South Florida history after
the early-70s Dolphins (or before them?).
How could anyone howl
if LeBron leaves in the same
manner he arrived? How
hypocritical would that be,
especially from the South
Florida fan that comes and
goes like the tide?
But I don’t think the Heat
need to win it all to keep LeBron. It would cement the deal,
of course. It would offer the
carrot of a four-peat and offer
evidence this uncomfortable
maintenance program with
Dwyane Wade might bear
more fruit.
How the Heat revamp an
aging roster is less clear. “We
have a plan,” is a line that’s
come from team insiders, and
there’s no reason to think
they don’t. This team plotted
for The Big Three for three
seasons before the chance.
But the details of beat Father Time off the dribble or

salary-cap rules expressly
passed to stop them remain
to be seen.
The Heat selling point won’t
change: Owner Micky Arison
and president Pat Riley have
created a blue-ribbon franchise that makes as many
winning decisions as anyone.
To say that another way:
What place is better for LeBron? If Heat fans are thankful
today for anything beyond the
three-peat chance, it’s how
the would-be prime contenders for LeBron have blown it.
Yes, that’s you, New York
Knicks and Los Angeles
Lakers. It’s especially you,
Cleveland Cavaliers. These
franchises are in such disrepair they aren’t even in the
LeBron-versation.
If James has any wandering
eye to leave after these playoffs, there’s only one viable
landing spot: The Los Angeles
Clippers. Chris Paul and Doc
Rivers are the selling points.
A sign-and-trade involving
Blake Griffin could make it
happen.
It’s just hard what to make
of them considering (a)
They’re in the West, which is a
much more difficult road to a
title these days, and (b) their
owner, Donald Sterling, has
been the worst in sports over
the past quarter-century.
There aren’t such questions
over Arison. The only question for Arison is if he’ll ante
up a heavy luxury-tax burden
(the Heat’s credo of “sacrifice”
does stretch to the owner’s
wallet, doesn’t it?).
Arison and Riley have done
an admirable job of creating
a culture of class. Stability is
the hallmark of all great franchises, and Arison, Riley and
coach Erik Spoelstra are the
obvious examples.
Let’s not overdo this,
though. ESPN’s Jalen Rose
recently called the Heat the
“Miami Mafia — once you join
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CHARLES TRAINOR JR. | MIAMI HERALD | MCT

The Miami Heat's LeBron James struggles to get around the
Brooklyn Nets' Paul Pierce late in the second quarter at American
Airlines Arena in Miami on April 8.

Tennis at
VCU canceled

HERDZONE.COM
Just a day away from
completing its regular season in Richmond, Va. vs.
VCU on Tuesday, April 15
at 11 a.m., the Marshall
women’s tennis team will
not take on the Rams due
to anticipated poor weather.
The dual match was originally scheduled to be played
Mar. 30, but was postponed
due to inclement weather
conditions.
The Thundering Herd split
the dual matches with a 5-2
win at Eastern Kentucky on
Thursday and a 4-3 loss at No.
55 Louisville on Friday.
Having played just one
Conference USA dual match
this spring, the Herd will look
to more conference foes in
the C-USA Tournament which
will be hosted by Old Dominion in Norfolk, Va. Marshall
will open play on April 17
with the time and opponent
to be determined.

279371
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
ONLINE EPAPER
3 x 5.0

C M Y K 50 INCH

Opinion

4

| MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM

|

TUESDAY, APRIL 15, 2014

Online Polls

EDITORIAL

YOU CAN BE HERD

Defining beauty by the gap between our thighs
The issue of celebrities and doctored
Instagram photographs is not new.
Accusations of Kim Kardashian’s stomach-flattening or backside enhancing and
Miranda Kerr’s waist-slimming images
have recently scattered throughout the
media. But most recently, an image of a
bathing suited Beyoncé with a mysterious
gap between her thighs has critics and
fans debating whether the singer Photoshopped the image.
Known as a notable advocate of female
empowerment — she recently appeared
in the “Ban ‘Bossy’” PSA for Sheryl Sandberg’s Lean In foundation — many of
Beyoncé’s Instagram and Tumblr followers spoke out against the questionable
photo.
In the image the singer stands in a

semi-squatting position with her legs
apart, causing a gap to appear between
her thighs. The awkward angle and her
pose naturally enhance the distance between thighs. It should also be noted Bey
had completed a 22-day vegan diet combined with a rigorous exercise regiment
preceding her performance at the 2014
Grammys, at which she appeared significantly smaller and more toned than she
had in the past.
But the issue in question is not whether
Bey or her team altered the photograph.
The issue is that the concept of a thigh
gap has become such an integral aspect
of a beautiful appearance that an international superstar would take the time to
digitally alter her own Instagram photos
to create one.

Defined as a gap that appears between
the thighs when standing with the knees
together, the thigh gap has become a goal
for many young women and a major talking point for body image enthusiasts.
Controversies following advertising for
stores such as Target and Old Navy featuring models with obviously altered thighs
and PSAs on websites such as Tumblr
and Pinterest suggesting help for those
who search for “thigh gap” tags reflects
the relevance of this obsession in popular
culture.
The question is not whether Beyoncé
doctored her Instagram photo; the question is why society allows an impossible
concept like the thigh gap to have such a
dominant influence on our perception of
beauty.

MCT CAMPUS

NATIONAL EDITORIAL

Barra fails to reassure angry Congress
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS (MCT)
Mary Barra, General Motors’ new chief
executive officer, was in a tough spot recently as she tried to explain to Congress
why her company didn’t quickly recall
cars it knew contained defective and
clearly dangerous parts.
The choices appeared to be that GM was
either corrupt or incompetent. Instead
of selecting one of those, Barra chose to
plead ignorance.
It was not a popular choice. As a consequence, the latest denizen of GM’s corner
office got to experience congressional anger at its highest pitch — which is what
happens when news cameras are rolling.
California Sen. Barbara Boxer was a
leader of the outraged as she peppered
Barra with questions.
“You don’t know anything about anything,” Boxer said at one point.
Barra tried to assure the senators that
GM is now focused on safety and the

consumer, but Boxer was not assuaged.
“If this is the new GM leadership, it’s
pretty lacking,” she fumed.
Two other senators, both former prosecutors, raised the specter of criminal
prosecution.
“I don’t see this as anything but criminal,” said Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., said
the more he learns about GM, “the more
convinced I am that GM has a real exposure to criminal liability.”
Barra’s main accomplishment of the
day was substantial: She inspired bipartisan concurrence. But it probably wasn’t
exactly what she had in mind.
We’re with Blumenthal: The more we
learn, the more outrageous GM’s actions
appear.
It’s increasingly clear that GM covered
up information about defective ignition
switches in at least two of its vehicles —
Chevrolet Cobalts and Saturn Ions — and

that those defects are linked to 13 deaths
and dozens of accidents.
Earlier in the week, Barra apologized for
the company’s actions during a tear-filled
meeting with families who had lost loved
ones from these crashes. Then she appeared before a House committee, where
she again apologized and promised that
many of the answers Congress seeks will
be found in an internal GM investigation
that should be completed in 45 to 60 days.
She apologized a third time at the beginning of the Senate subcommittee hearing,
but it was wearing thin.
Barra’s strategy is to rely heavily on the
results of that internal investigation. But
if it’s going to help, it better be finished in
less than two months, and it better be a
good one. A really good one.
A substandard investigation is sure to
earn Barra an “invitation” back to the Senate subcommittee. And next time, they
won’t be so nice.
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What is your favorite springtime
activity?

Did you watch the fourth season
premiere of “Game of Thrones”?

Playing frisbee
Going to the park
Bike riding

Of course!
No way!
I’ve never watched it before.

47%
0%
53%

Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.

COLUMN

The tea leaves suggest Clinton
would be a formidable candidate
By STEVE PAUL

THE KANSAS CITY STAR (MCT)
No matter what happens in the
midterm election this November,
a larger political scenario looms
for 2016.
For the Democrats right now,
the presumptive though not
entirely certain presidential
nominee is Hillary Rodham Clinton. (“I’m thinking about it,” she
said coyly last week.) For the Republicans — well, it’s too early to
say.
But, according to demographics and polling, it’s all uphill for
the GOP.
That’s one observation made
in Kansas City on Wednesday
night by a pair of longtime political observers. David Von Drehle,
the Kansas City-based editorat-large for Time magazine, and
Carl Cannon, Washington bureau
chief of the Real Clear Politics
website, held a chat session on
stage before a few hundred listeners at the Kansas City Public
Library’s Central branch.
Cannon, who has covered presidential politics since the Reagan
years, drew on his reading of
voter trends and demographics
to suggest that the gender gap
alone will work in Clinton’s favor.
Then again, Cannon began the
talk by reminding the audience
how he declared, in 2005, that
Hillary Clinton would be the next
president of the United States.
Responding to a later question he
and Von Drehle agreed that, contrary to popular belief, Clinton
ran a very good primary campaign in 2008, but she was up
against a ground-breaking and
great campaign run by Barack
Obama and his political team.
A lot of emotional baggage
comes with a Clinton candidacy,
including the, uh, complications
that beset the presidency of Clinton’s husband, Bill.
“Anyone who has covered
the Clintons,” Cannon said, “has
mixed feelings about them.”
And don’t forget that red-meat
GOP issue regarding the tragedy
at Benghazi, which occurred under Hillary Clinton’s watch as
secretary of state. You can almost
hear the super-PAC, attack-ad

video machine already gearing
up for that one.
Still, Cannon noted, Clinton
topped a Gallup poll in December 2013 of the most admired
women in the United States. Her
numbers (15-plus percent) essentially equaled those of the
next three women combined
— Oprah Winfrey (6 percent),
Michelle Obama (5) and Sarah
Palin (5).
With the talk recently of a
Republican candidacy by former Florida governor Jeb Bush,
brother of George W. Bush, the
speakers speculated on whether
American voters would be weary
of what appeared to be political
dynasties in the making.
“The best guy on the other side
is the guy who takes the dynasty
issue away from you,” Cannon said.
In putting together its tickets,
the GOP has made nothing but
mistakes ever since its Kansas
City convention in 1976, Cannon
said. Presidential nominee Gerald Ford could have made history
by choosing Texan Anne Armstrong as his running mate, but
passed her over for Bob Dole of
Kansas, who, Cannon said, added
no political help to the ticket.
No matter what direction the
Republicans take in creating a
ticket for the coming presidential
campaign, Clinton would likely
outsmart them. When pressed
by a questioner about possible
Clinton running mates, Cannon
and Von Drehle agreed that most
likely she would choose someone
of Hispanic heritage, perhaps
one of the Castro twins of Texas
— U.S. Rep. Joaquin Castro or
San Antonio Mayor Julian Castro.
Much like Barack Obama before
him (in 2004), Julian Castro,
formerly little known, gave an
impressive keynote address at
the 2012 Democratic National
Convention.
Reading tea leaves is a tricky
business, but this public confab
certainly had the effect of energizing what already was a highly
engaged audience. And if you
think that the next presidential
election seems so far off, it’s clear
that campaign 2016 is already
under way.

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft
Word and sent as an attachment. Longer letters may be
used as guest columns at the
editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at
the author’s request. All letters
must be signed and include an
address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be
printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in
the columns and letters do
not necessarily represent the
views of The Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@
marshall.edu. Please keep
in mind, letters are printed
based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.
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ELIZABETH FLORES | MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE | MCT

Referees attempted to stop a Minnesota and Union College
fight in the first period in the Frozen Four Championship
game at the Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia, Saturday.
Union College defeated Minnesota, 7-4.

Good Samaritan effort helps parents of Minnesota hockey player
By CHIP SCROGGINS

STAR TRIBUNES (MINNEAPOLIS) (MCT)
New Prague High School athletic director Brad Skogerboe left
work Thursday evening in time to
get home and watch the Minnesota
Gophers hockey team play in the national semifinals.
On his way out of school, Skogerboe ran into Bob Ambroz, a night
custodian at the high school. He’s
also the father of Seth Ambroz, a junior winger for the Gophers.
Skogerboe asked Bob what he was
doing at school.
“I’m working,” Bob replied.
The Ambroz family has endured
some tough financial times since Bob
lost his welder’s job in 2009 after 35
years. Bob found a job as a school
custodian. His wife, Sue, works for a
farmer in Lakeville. Money is tight.
“Just paycheck to paycheck,” Sue said.
The cost of traveling to Philadelphia to watch their son play in the
Frozen Four on short notice wasn’t
doable, not even driving. Bob and
Sue were devastated.

DUNK

Continued from Page 3
“But when they see that the
little guy is coming up there
dunking with power, they’re
like, ‘All right, if I try to block it
this little man might break my
hand.’
“So every time I was by myself I tried to dunk it with
power to make a statement. It
was like, ‘All right, this will be
your fingers if you put your
hand up there,’ so I think after a
while when they see you come
in there and they know I wasn’t
afraid to try and jump over

HEAT

Continued from Page 3
that family, you don’t leave.”
As if this is a unique strain of
basketball family for LeBron,
whom pop-psychologists say
wants a family.
The Heat is a family of business convenience. And when it’s

WATSON

Continued from Page 3
“You’re going, ‘C’mon, guy,
what’s up with this?”” said
Scott.
But Watson was up for
this. He responded by sinking birdie putts on the fourth
and sixth holes to hang within
two strokes. Then Spieth made
some bad decisions that led to a
bogey on the eighth hole while
Watson was turning a long
drive into another birdie.
Entering the ninth hole, the
players were suddenly tied,
and the old course came alive
as if Tiger were prowling the
grounds again. Fans were standing 15 deep and leaping for a
look, some shouting “Speeeth!,”

“It was breaking our hearts, but
Seth was good about it,” Sue said.
It bothered Skogerboe that two
loving, hard-working parents had to
miss out on such a memorable event
in their son’s life. It bothered him
that Bob refused to miss his 3-11:30
p.m. shift so that he could stay home
and watch the game on TV.
Bob described that decision as
“difficult,” but he didn’t want to put
his employer in a tough spot. “I’m
loyal to my partners, and we have
difficulty getting subs,” he said.
Skogerboe took matters into his
own hands.
“Right then, I said, ‘If (the Gophers)
win tonight, there’s no way he’s not
going to be there,’ ” Skogerboe said.
“We’ll get something figured out.
They should be there. That’s the bottom line.”
Skogerboe called his superintendent, Tim Dittberner, with an idea
almost immediately after Justin
Holl’s stunning goal with less than a
second remaining against North Dakota in the semifinals.

Skogerboe wanted to start a fundraising campaign to help send
Bob and Sue to Philadelphia for
Saturday’s national championship
game. Skogerboe called a few coworkers who agreed to match his
contribution.
The next day, New Prague Principal Lonnie Seifert sent an email to
faculty explaining the situation. Donations poured in — $10, $20, $100.
Everyone chipped in. Teachers,
support staff, bus drivers, kitchen
workers, administrators. In all, 57
employees of the high school made a
contribution.
“Bob is such a valued employee of
our school district,” Skogerboe said.
“Such a nice man that everybody
wanted to help out.”
By 3 p.m. Friday, Skogerboe had
raised $1,800 — enough to cover all
of Bob and Sue’s expenses.
Skogerboe called Bob to his office
for a meeting. Bob wasn’t sure why.
He had just received a positive job
review so he figured it was nothing
serious. Skogerboe told him to pack

his bags … he’s going to Philadelphia.
“I was broken up in tears,” Bob
said. “I was at a loss for words.”
Skogerboe felt a lump in his throat,
too.
“I’ve had a lot of meetings in my office that are far from pleasurable,” he
said. “To be able to be a part of something like that was just outstanding.”
The two then tricked Sue into coming to the school for a meeting with
Skogerboe, who occasionally uses
Sue to umpire softball games. Skogerboe told Sue that he needed to
talk to her about umpiring. She got
the surprise of a lifetime.
“When they told me, I think my
body went into shock,” she said. “I
can’t believe it.”
Bob and Sue took an early flight
to Philadelphia on Saturday morning and spent the afternoon visiting
with other parents at a pep fest a few
hours before the game.
“I think it’s my mom pulling strings
in heaven,” said Sue, whose mother
died suddenly two years ago.
That show of kindness also is a

people with the power, they’d
think twice.”
It’s not just the players doing the dunking — or the ones
trying to block a dunk attempt
— who are in the line of fire
when power dunks are being
executed. The basket is not immune to such power.
In 1979, Darryl Dawkins of
the Philadelphia 76ers held
up two games within a span
of three weeks when he broke
two rims and shattered the
backboard glass with powerful
dunks. The glass pieces covered the floor but fortunately
didn’t land in players’ eyes.

That led to the NBA using
breakaway rims, which were
made to release some pressure
when they’re pulled down.
In addition, during his years
with the Orlando Magic in the
1990s, Shaquille O’Neal used
his massive power to bring two
baskets nearly off their strapping support systems. As was
the case when Dawkins shattered the backboard, players
were scurrying to get out of the
way so the backboard wouldn’t
fall on their head.
Shorter players, such as
the 5-foot-11 Larkin attested
to, also are in a far greater

danger when they’re flying in
for dunks.
When Spud Webb reached
international fame after winning the NBA slam dunk
contest at Reunion Arena in
Dallas in 1986, he admits that
some of those dunks came with
a hefty price.
At 5-foot-7 and one of the
shortest players in NBA history, Webb also had to jump
higher than the average player
and had a far greater distance
before he landed on the court,
thus increasing his probability
of injuring his knees and ankles
upon impact.

no longer convenient? Alonzo
Mourning left for a pile of New
Jersey money even after the
Heat stood by his kidney issues.
Riley chartered a plane in
2004 for 14 hours at a personal
cost of $27,000 to have dinner
with Lakers owner Jerry Buss
and offer to play peacemaker between Shaquille O’Neal and Kobe

Bryant. Buss nixed the thought.
Riley returned to the Heat.
The point here isn’t to
squash this idea of the Heat’s
internal unity. It’s to point
out this mythical idea of family only reaches so far even to
those preaching it.
Besides, LeBron has a family. It’s the small, insular group

of friends he grew up with in
Akron. You see them at games.
Wade isn’t in that group. Or Riley. Or Arison.
The plot until late June will
be the Heat’s chance to threepeat. The sub-plot will be what
it means to The Decision II. A
title doesn’t seem necessary,
but it would seal The Return.

others shouting “Bubba!” with
the same endearing Southern
tones as if they were shouting
“Waffle House!”
At this point, not coincidentally, Spieth was overcome by
youthful aggressiveness while
Watson simply tugged at that
loose white shirt and went back
to playing basic Bubba Golf.
“I do what it takes to make
the score, I don’t care how
pretty it is, I don’t care if it’s
ugly, I don’t care if it’s out of the
woods, I just want to make a
score,” Watson said.
Watson hit another booming
drive that led to a birdie on the
ninth hole, while Spieth was
unraveling such that when he
missed his close par putt, he
took three steps back as if he

had just been shoved. Well, he
had been. His two-stroke edge
had quickly become a twostroke deficit, and that Bubba
grip remained tight for the rest
of the round. A day earlier, they
had battled to a draw with playful verbal jabs, but when the
fight got real, it was no contest.
Said Spieth: “I was nervous ...
not quite as patient today as I
was the first three rounds and
holding emotions as well.”
Said Watson: “He’s a young
kid. I mean, everybody presses.”
Fans saw why nobody as
young as Spieth has ever won
a Masters, and why he would
have been the youngest player
to win a major championship
in 83 years. Fans also saw why
Watson’s crazy game makes

sense, with the ultimate example coming on the 15th
hole, when he drove the ball
a mile but into the trees. Instead of carefully protecting
his lead, he used a six-iron to
blast the ball nearly 200 yards
through the pines to set up a
par that basically clinched the
championship.
“I’m like, ‘That’s not a big
gap,”” said caddie Scott. “But
for him, he sees huge gaps.”
The final stitch on this second
green jacket was sewn with a
huge, seemingly mindless drive
off the 18th tee, a shot that led
to a closing par but also led to
Scott to ask him, “Are you from
Mars or something?”
Alien golf? Otherworldly
golf? Naw, boy, just Bubba Golf.
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LECTURE

real testament to the New Prague
community.
“If somebody needs something, the
people here in New Prague step up
and take care of it,” Skogerboe said.
The game didn’t go the way they
had hoped, with Union winning,
7-4, to take the title. But Seth Ambroz managed a smile when asked
about his parents being in the
stands.
“I’m proud of where I’m from,” he
said. “It’s just amazing for my family.
It’s really special to be from a place
like that.”
Bob wanted to emphasize that
point as he reflected on the outpouring of support his family received the
past few days. He and his wife got to
watch their son play for a national
championship because of the generosity of many people, some of whom
they might not even know that well,
or at all.
“It’s an experience I’ll never forget,” Bob said. “The Ambroz family
thanks the small-town community
for what they’ve done for us.”

Continued from Page 2
O’Keefe is an associate
professor of biology and
has been on the Marshall
faculty since 2006. His research has taken him all

over the world, and he was
named the university’s
2012-2013 Distinguished
John Deaver Drinko Academy Fellow.
Amy McCallister-Ethel
can be contacted at mccallister9@marshall.edu.
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Humans of Huntington
By EMILY RICE | THE PARTHENON

A GLIMPSE INTO THE LIVES OF THE CITY'S STRANGERS

Can you remember the happiest moment of your life?
"Going to Hawaii last summer with my boyfriend." #HumansofHuntington

TODAY IN THE LIFE!

iTUNES TOP
10 SONGS

1. "Happy (From 'Despicable
Me 2')" by Pharrell Williams
2. "All of Me" by John Legend
3. "Let It Go" by Idina Menzel
4. "Dark Horse (feat. Juicy J)
by Katy Perry
5. "Talk Dirty (feat. 2
Chainz)" by Jason Derulo
6. "The Man" by Aloe Blacc
7. "Pompeii" by Bastille
8. "#SELFIE" by The
Chainsmokers
9. "Turn Down for What" by
DJ Snake & Lil Jon
10. "This is How We Roll (feat.
Luke Bryan)" by Florida
Georgia Line

TRIBECA 2014
13th Tribeca Film Festival brings
stars to Manhattan Wednesday

By JOHN ANDERSON

NEWSDAY (MCT)
Brian Williams and Bryan Cranston will be there. And Eva Longoria.
And Michael Douglas. And Robin
Roberts, Aaron Sorkin, Morgan
Spurlock and Ron Howard. And
Mike Tyson and Evander Holyfield,
probably in neutral corners. And
thousands and thousands of New
York-area moviegoers, who are seldom neutral about anything.
There will certainly be some
stargazing once the 13th edition
of the Tribeca Film Festival opens
Wednesday night, promising much
discussion about individual movies, the future of cinema and life as
we know it. But while hot and cold
running celebrities have always
been among Tribeca’s accessories
(the stars mentioned above are involved in various “Tribeca Talks”),
it’s also a festival for civilians: Unlike Cannes or Sundance, it isn’t a
festival primarily for industry or
press, but for people who arrive
by subway, get excited about new
movies, actually buy tickets, wait

on lines, often enough in a cold
spring rain.
What they’ll see when they get inside? A total of 89 features, 58 shorts,
55 world premieres, galas and sports
programs. Those who don’t want to
leave their car can go to the Tribeca
Drive-In. Those who don’t want to
leave their couch can go to the Tribeca
Online Festival.
Either way, the films are not only
being shown locally but in many
cases were made locally: The opening night feature, “Time Is Illmatic”
— a documentary by multimedia
artist One9 about the making of the
1994 Nas album, “Illmatic” — was
shot largely in Queens. The crime
drama “Every Secret Thing,” the
much-anticipated feature debut
of Amy Berg — whose acclaimed
documentaries have included “West
of Memphis” and “Deliver Us From
Evil” — was shot in Oceanside. On
Fire Island, director Adam Rapp
found locations for “Loitering With
Intent,” his dramedy with Sam Rockwell and Marisa Tomei. Sag Harbor
and Riverhead provide the backdrop
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for director Lou Howe’s “Gabriel,”
starring Rory Culkin.
Never heard of these movies? Well,
that’s something most of the 167 directors involved in this year’s Tribeca
are hoping to change. There’s never
a shortage of well-known names involved in the festival or the offspring
of same — Chelsea Clinton produced
the documentary “Of Many,” about
the relationship between two NYU
chaplains, Rabbi Yehuda Sarna and
Imam Khalid Latif, and the fraught
relationship between Jewish and
Muslim students on university campuses. “About Alex” is directed by Jess
Zwick, son of producer Ed (“thirtysomething,” “The Last Samurai”), and
features, among others, Jason Ritter,
son of actor John, and Max Minghella,
son of director Anthony. (The cast
also includes Max Greenfield of TV’s
“New Girl” and Aubrey Plaza of “Parks
and Recreation.”)
Elsewhere, Gillian Greene, daughter of “Bonanza” TV star Lorne
Greene, has directed “Murder of a
Cat,” which may not be drawing the
PETA crowd but has what sounds

like a crack cast in Fran Kranz, Nikki
Reed, J.K. Simmons, Blythe Danner, Leo Nam and Greg Kinnear. It’s
also executive produced by Greene’s
husband, cult director Sam Raimi
(“Spider-Man,” “The Evil Dead”).
But lots of unknowns make their
way to the festival, which takes
place in various venues in Manhattan and continues through April 27.
Those filmmakers come from far
and wide.
Helsinki-based Bulgarian director
Tonislav Hristov will bring New York
“Love & Engineering,” in which “four
desperate geeks around 30 looking
for analog love” subject themselves to
an experiment that attempts to find
a digital solution to the intractable
problems of romance.
In “Zero Motivation,” Israeli director Talya Lavie presents a dark
comedy about female soldiers fulfilling their national military service,
and wishing they were somewhere
else — TriBeCa, maybe, where their
film will be helping keep the movie
action hot and heavy, especially over
the next two weeks.

